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SERMON, &. 


JOHN Xl. 11. 


OUR FRIEND LAZARUS SLEEPETH. | 


THE narrative contained in this chapter, 
reſpecting the death of Lazarus, is deeply 
affecting, but not leſs pleaſing and inftruQtive, 
It ſuggeſts ample matter of meditation ſuited 
to a funeral ſolemnity, eſpecially ſuch an one as 
the preſent. The diſcourſe and the behaviour 
of our bleſſed Lord, on this melancholy occa- 
ſion, give us the moſt exalted ideas of his re- 
ligion and of his own perſonal charafter ; and 
a due attention to both will direct us how to 
conduct ourſelves towards our friends in their 

afflictions, as well comfort us under our own. 
Our Lord was moſt tenderly imprefſed with 
the death of this excellent perſon, and with the 
diſtreſs in which his ſurviving relatives were in- 
volved by it. When he came and ſaw the ge- 
neral lamentation that was made for him, we 
AS: are 
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are told Jeſus groaned in ſpirit and was troubled. 
And when he was conduQted to the grave of the 
deceaſed, it is ſaid, with beautiful conciſeneſs, 
Feſus wept. Herein he hath ſhewn us, that it is 
not inconſiſtent with the character of the Chriſ- 
tian to diſcover the feelings of the man; and, 
that his religion doth not ſuppreſs the affections 
of nature, though it is calculated to regulate 
them. We may drop a tear over the graves 


of thoſe whom we loved, while we /orrow not as 


thoſe that are without hope. From the tender 
ſympathy of our Saviour, in this inſtance, with 
his mourning friends, and -eſpecially from the 
divine. conſolation which he imparted to them, 
we diſcover the grace and compaſſion of his 
heart, and are encouraged, both living and 
dying, to confide in his friendſhip ; at the ſame 
time that we learn how to weep with them that 
weep, and to pour the balm of conſolation into 
the wounded heart. | 
From this part of ſacred ſtory we likewiſe ga- 
ther pleaſing and uſeful information concerning 
the little Chriſtian family to which it relates. It 
conſiſted of a brother and two fiſters, who lived 
in eaſy circumſtances, at Bethany, a village within 
two miles of Jeruſalem. They were perſons of 
amiable diſpoſitions and exemplary deportment; 
ſtrongly united by the bonds of faith and love; 
and they had a ſpecial ſhare in the eſteem and 
friendſhip of the bleſſed Jeſus. It is ſaid, verſe 5, 
| Now 
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Now Feſus loved Martha and her ſiſter and La- 


Zarus. 

With regard to the two female members of 
the family, we find that they were not only pro- 
' feſſed diſciples of Chriſt, but that they diſco- 
vered a ſtrong attachment to him, Martha, the 
elder of them, when ſhe firſt received him into 
her houſe, ſhewed her high reſpe@ to this hea- 
venly viſiter by the ample proviſion ſhe made 
for his entertainment, though he ſaw reaſon to 
give her a word of reproof for uſing too much 
ceremony, and for being too much encumbered 
by domeſtic cares. The other he highly com- 
mended, as having choſen the good part, in at- 
tending to his divine inſtructions. Both of them, 
on occaſion of their brother's ſickneſs and 
death, diſcovered in a ſtrong degree, that affec- 
tion which ought ever to ſubſiſt between mem- 
bers of the ſame family. They moreover 
manifeſted, in their diſcourſe with our Saviour, 
on the preſent. mournful occaſion, that faith in 
his power and compaſſion which their intimate 
knowledge of him encouraged. | 

But I am now more particularly to direct 
your attention to the character of Lazarus, 
whom Jeſus honoured by ſtyling him our friend. 
After the illuſtration of which charaQter, I ſhall 
repreſent to you the. plealing view which he 


gives of his death, under the image of a s1.zze. 
A 3 I ſhall 
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I ſhall then apply the ſubject to the preſent . | 
affecting occafion. | 

I. Let us contemplate the character of tis 
Zarus, as exprefſed in the endeared terms in 
which our Saviour here ſpeaks of bim—Our 
Friend Lazarus. 

It appears from ſome ae men- 
tioned in this chapter, that his general temper 
was amiable and his deportment friendly. In 
the village where he reſided, and the adjacent 
parts, he ſeems to have had many friends, and 
to have been upon amicable terms with his neigh- 
bours in general, though of a different religious 
perſuaſion from his own: for we find that many 

of the Jews (who were by no means partial to 

the Chriſtians) when they heard of his death, 
tame to viſit his ſiſters, and to comfort them con- 
cerning their brother ; and when Jeſus arrived 
near the houfe, ſome of them came out with 
Mary weeping. Such deep and general lamen- 
tation at any one's death, is a ſtriking proof 
how much he was reſpetted and beloved while 
he lived. Lazarus, we may juſtly ſuppoſe, was, 
as every Chriſtian ought to be, the friend * all 
men. 

But when our Lord, ſpeaking of him to o his 
diſciples, ſtyles him our friend; we muſt un- 
derſtand him as referring to the ſpecial friend- 
thip which ſubſiſted between bim and them, He 


was 
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was the friend of Jeſus, and of his diſciples. 
A character of peculiar worth and dignity. 

1. He was the friend of ]zsus. He was a 
ſincere believer in him, being convinced upon 
| ſolid evidence that he was the Chrift, the Son of 
the living God. And the faith which he paſſeſſed 
he was not afraid or aſhamed to profeſs to the 
world, Though the followers of Jeſus were 
expoſed to reproach and ſuffering; - and La- 
zarus, from the ſtyle in which he ſeems to have 
lived, had much to loſe, he cheerfully riſked 
all for the ſake of Chriſt and the goſpel. He 
boldy confeſſed Chriſt before men, and before his 
enemies. His attachment was not only ſincere 
but ardent, and his zeal warm in his maſter's 
cauſe. He ſhewed that it was ſo, not in words 
but in deeds. He concurred with his fiſters in 
receiving him into their hauſe, and entertaining 
him with much hoſpitality, when he was gene- 
rally deſpiſed and rejeted of men, and a con- 
nexion with him was reproachful and hazardous. 
Nor can it be queſtioned whether he did nat 
in every other way teſtify his warm affection to 
his maſter, and his zeal in promoting his cauſe 
in the world. In ſhort, as a friend of Jeſus, 
we may naturally ſuppoſe that he imbibed much 
of the temper and ſpirit of Jeſus—his meekneſs, 
his humility, his love and benevolence—his diſ- 
intereſted concern for the happineſs of all around 
him, g E 

A4 All 
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All this may be inferred from the peculiar 
affeftion which our bleſſed Lord diſcovered to- 
wards HIM: for ſuch as theſe were the only cha- 
raters he honoured by the peculiar marks of 
his friendſhip. Beſides the circumſtance of our 
Saviour's making ſuch frequent viſits at the houſe 
where he lived, ſeveral others mentioned in this 
chapter are ſtriking proofs of the fact. It is 
ſtrongly expreſſed in the meſſage: ſent to our 
Lord by his ſiſters, when he was firſt taken ill: 
Lord, he whom thou: loveſt is fick. And the meſ- 
fage ſeems to imply, that ſuch notice of his 
affliction was all that was neceſſary to procure 
from him a viſit. His delaying to go imme- 
diately was no proof of indifference, but, as it 
afterwards appeared, of peculiar kindneſs. The 
manner in which Jeſus ſpoke to the diſciples 
concerning his death, when he received the ac- 
count of it, intimating to them his purpoſe to 
go to Bethany, and his actual going thither, 
though near thirty miles diſtant, o awake him out 
of fleep, and that at a time when he had much to 
apprehend from the. malevolence of the Jews, 
furniſh evident proofs of a peculiar friendſhip. 
As likewiſe did the addreſs of one of the ſor- 
rowful ſiſters of the deceaſed to our Saviour 
when he came: Lord if thou hadſi been here my 
brother bad not died. q. d. I know thy friend- 
_ * ſhip: for him was ſuch, as would have pre- 
* vented his death, and reſtored him to health. 
| | A fur- 
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A further, and yet more ſtriking proof of the 
ſtrong affedlion of Jeſus towards Lazarus was, 
the tender emotion which he diſcovered on 
approaching the grave; which was ſuch as to 
occaſion the Jews that ſtood by to remark, Bebold 
how he loved him! But Lazarus was not only the 
friend of Jeſus; we are further to obſerve, 

2. He was the friend of the pisc1eLEs alſo. 
Our Lord, when informing them of his death, 
ſtyles him not ux friend, but our friend: yours 
as well as mine. Our friend Lazarus is gone! 
© that worthy and amiable man, whom we all ſo 
© much eſteemed, and in whom we found fo fin- 
© cere and warm a friendſhip; with whom we 
© have had ſo intimate a connexion, and enjoyed 
* ſuch frequent delightful intercourſe ; who has 
* ſo often received us at his hoſpitable manſion; 
and ſhewn us ſo many inſtances of kindneſs.” 

His intimate connexion with Jeſus himſelf, 
naturally led him into an acquaintance with 
the diſciples, whom their maſter called and 
treated as his friends and brethren; to whom 
favour ſhewn by any was conſidered as ſhewn to 
himſelf. Lazarus eſteemed and kindly treated 
them for their maſter's ſake; and after repeated 
interviews for their own ſake. 

And the diſciples appear to have entertained 
the ſame idea of his worth that their maſter did, 
and expreſſed the ſame tender affection for him, 
While they only ſuppoſed, from our Lord's 


gentle 


1 
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gentle manner of ſpeaking, that Lazarus was 
ſick, and that he had got ſome natural reft by ſleep, 
they expreſſed their pleaſing hope that he might 
recover. If be ſleep be may do well. Had that 
proved the caſe, how would it have rejoiced 
their hearts? But, when Jeſus plainly told them, 
Lazarus is dead, Thomas cried out, in a ſudden 
tranſport of grief, v. 16. Let us alſo go that we. 
may die with him*. The bond of friendſhip was 
ſo ſtrong between them, that the unexpetted 
news of his death was inſupportable, and under the 
firſt impulſe of natural affection, life itſelf ſeemed 
undeſirable after having loſt ſo dear. a friend: 
one who was ſo warmly attached to their intereſts, 
one who had ſo ardent a zeal for the common 
cauſe, and who poſſeſſed ſuch ſingular ability to 
promote it. | 

Lazarus appears to have been one of thoſe 
good men, thoſe benevolent perſons (as the term 
ſignifies) for whom the apoſtle ſays, /ome would 
even dare to die, and in whoſe ſociety death itſelf 
would loſe its terrors. Doubtleſs that diſciple, 
when he uttered this affeQtionate ſpeech, had his 
thoughts directed to that better world whither he 


Some ſuppoſe that this refers to Chrjf himſelf, whoſe life 
the apoſtles thought to be in danger from the Jews. I rather 
think, with others, that it refers to Lazarus, for reaſons not 
neceſſary to be here mentioned. See, in confirmation of this, 
Mr. How's Funeral Sermon, for Dr. Bates, upon ver. 16. 
and another by Dr. STzNNETT. 


ſuppofed 
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fuppoſed his departed friend was gone, and 
where he hoped to enjoy an everlaſting ſociety 
with him, in the region of holy and happy 
ſpirits —* Is Lazarus gone? Let my ſoul be 
with his! | 5 
In addition to what has been ſaid on the 
character of this excellent perſon, it may be 
proper to obſerve, that from ſeveral circum- 
ſtances, which might be mentioned“, there is 
reaſon to believe that Lazarus was a YOUNG 
man; in the prime and vigour of his days; a 
conſideration which, as it rendered his death the 
more afflitive, gave additional luſtre to the vir- 
tues of his charatter. We proceed, 

II. To conſider the pleaſing repreſentation 
which our Lord gives of his death, under the 
image of sLEEP. Our friend Lazarus ſleepeth. 
By this metaphorical expreſſion Jeſus meant 
to inform his diſciples of the intelligence he 
had received, concerning the death of their 
friend, in a way the leaſt likely to ſhock their 
feelings. But they not fully underſtanding his 
meaning, it was neceffary for him to explain his 
language as importing the ſleep of death. La- 
zarus is dead! How folemn the ſound! How 
unexpedted, how ſurpriſing the news! that one 
ſo amiable and fo uſeful ſhould be torn from 


| * See Doddridge on the place; alſo his Funeral Sermon for 
Ds. Clark, | 


their 
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their ſociety, and that at ſd early a period! The 
caſe however was by no means uncommon. 
Excellence of character ſecures none from ſick- 
neſs or death, in any ſituation, or at any period. 
The wiſe and the good are not exempted from 
the ſentence of mortality which ſin has paſſed 
upon all men. The friends of Jeſus muſt die as' 
well as others, and ſometimes ſuch are called 
hence at a ſeemingly premature period. 

But the change made upon them, when taken 
out of this life, is not ſo properly called by the 
name of death, as that of ſlecp. There can be no 
doubt that Lazarus was really dead. He had 
been ſo long buried that, when Jeſus ordered 
the ſtone to be removed from his grave, one of 
his ſiſters deſpairing of his revival, expreſſed her 
ſtrong perſuaſion that his body was putrified. 
Our Lord, therefore, ufed this mode of ſpeech, 
not merely with reference to his ſpeedy reſur- 
reQtion ; as in the caſe of Jairus's daughter, of 
whom, though really deceaſed, he ſaid, e is not 
dead but ſleepelb but as a repreſentation of death 
which is common to that of all the faithful. The 
apoſtle to the Corinthians, ſpeaks of the deceaſed 
witneſſes of Chriſt's reſurrection as having Fallen 
aſleep ; and to the Theſſalonzans, of their departed 
friends, as /leeping in Jeſus. A natural and 
pleaſing emblem. The ſtate of the body, taking 
the repoſe of nature by night on the bed, is a 


beautiful repreſentation of the ſtate of the 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian when taken out of this life, and his 
body repoſed in the grave. He is not ſo properly. 
dead as gone to ſleep. | 
Some extend this ſleep to the ſoul. Much may 
be ſaid in- favour of that hypotheſis, which all. 
appearances ſtrongly countenance. But ſeveral 
paſſages of ſcripture ſeem to me to require great 
violence to be reconciled to it“. That however 
is a controverſy into which I ſhall not now'enter. 
I ſhall only offer a few thoughts to ſhew the 
propriety of the emblem of ſleep to repreſent the 
ſtate of the pious dead. 
It ſuggeſts ſome things which to ſurviving 
friends and relatives are deeply affecting and 
diſtreſſing. When death has ſiezed upon them 
that were dear to us, they are, like perſons in a 
profound ſleep, no longer capable of the pleaſures 
or the employments of the preſent ſtate ; of re- 
ceiving or adminiſtering any acts of friendſhip. 
There is no work nor knowledge nor device in the 
grave: they know nothing of all that is done under 
the ſun, We can no longer hold any delightful 
converſe with them, nor enjoy any of the advan- 
tages we uſed to experience from their ſociety. 
The tongue that talked of wiſdom, the lips that fed 
many, are become ſilent. The voice of the charmer 
that charmed moſt wiſely can be heard no more. 
The moſt eloquent preacher, who had he tongue 


* See particularly Luke xxiii, 43- 2 Cor. v. 8. Phil. i. 23. 
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of the learned, and knew how to ſpeak a word in 
ſeaſon to the weary, and to every is ſtruck 
for ever dumb. . 

But though many ſuch Hom ideas as theſe 
will naturally ariſe in our minds when we think 
of our friends fleeping in the duſt, the emblem is 
adapted and deſigned to convey others which are 
truly pleaſing and delightful. | 

1. The firſt which occurs is that of perfect 
REST: an entire, freedom from the anxious 
cares, the painful labours, and the heavy ſorrows 
of life: Sleep, ſays Solomon, 10 the labouring man 
is ſweet : weary with the toils, and diſquieted 
with the troubles of the day, he is glad to lay 
himſelf down upon his bed at night, and reſt, 
inſenſible to all that has fatigued his body or 
diſturbed his mind. So the Chriſtian, when that 
night cometh in which no man can work, is happily 
releaſed from all the labours, ſufferings, and 
cares with which he was exerciſed through life's 
tedious day, and from the remembrance of them. 
The grave is to the friends of Jeſus a bed of reſt; 
a place of ſweet repoſe. Bleſſed are the dead 
which die in the Lord, for they reſt from their 
labours. All the painful ſervices of this weari- 
ſome ſtate are for ever at an end, 

| The Body ſhall be no more ſubjett to toil, nor 
any of its limbs to the pain of laborious exertion. 
Nor ſhall it feel any longer either the acute 


diſorders, or the uncomfortable weakneſſes, with 
which 
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which it is now often exerciſed. The inhabitants 
of the grave ſhall no more ſay J am ſick, neither ſhall 
there be any more pain.—The Mind alſo efjoys a 
 perfe& reſt from the cares and anxieties of life, 
which are often more afflictive, eſpecially to per- 
ſons of tender feelings, than the pains of bodily 
diſorder. They ſhall no more know an anxious 
thought about their perſonal or domeſtic con- 
cerns ; they ſhall no longer be conſcious to the 
heart-felt grief occaſioned by the unkindneſs or 
indiſcretion of friends, or the malice of enemies. 
There (as Job beautifully deſcribes that land of 
peace and filence) there the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, and there the weary are at reſt. There 
the priſoners reſt together, and hear not the voice of 
the oppreſſor. 

There the Chriſtian's quiet ſlumbers are un- 
diſturbed by painful doubts and alarming fears, 
reſpecting either divine truth, or his own ſpiritual 
ſtate; by the aſſaults of temptation, or the bur- 
den of fin; by the fierce conflict between the 
fleſh and the ſpirit, or by the ſharp pangs of 
evangelical repentance : theſe former things are 
done away. 

And with theſe perſonal ſorrows, thoſe likewiſe 
of a RELATLVE kind ſhall there for ever ceaſe. 

Their hearts are no more pierced by the ſuf- 
ferings or the fins of others. Not the afflidtion 
or the death of a tender relative ſhall any more 
diſtreſs them; nor, can the moſt painful of all 

evils, 
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evils, the impiety of a beloved child ever vex 
their righteous ſouls : they no longer Sebold tran/- 
greſſors and are grieved ; nor do they feel the 
anguiſh they have often felt from the want of 
ſucceſs in their attempts to reform and fave them. 
Neither are they diſturbed by any of the tumults 
and miſeries which happen in this tempeſtuous 
region. Whatever dire calamities take place in 
their own families, in the world, or in the church, 
which when here would have pained them to the 
heart, the noiſe thercof cannot reach them 7here : 
there, like perſons in a profound ſleep, they lie 
utterly inſenſible to all that paſſes around them; 
nor does the terror of a dream, or a diſmal von 
of the night ever interrupt their repoſe. 

O! bleſſed ſtate of quiet and tranquillity ! 
With reference to which may it be often juſtly 
ſaid, even ſeparate from the idea of a future 
happy eviſtence, Beller are the dead that are 
already dead, than the living that are yet alive. 
They have now obtained what many an one has 
ardently ſought, who in the bitterneſs of his ſoul 
exclaimed with the Pſalmiſt, O that I had wings 

like a dove, that I might fly away and be at reſt ! 
But, bleſſed be God, the repoſe of the grave 
is not the whole of that 7 which remains for his 
people. And our Saviour's emblem of fleep 
ſuggeſts a more delightful idea. For I obſerve, 

2. It leads our thoughts to a glorious morning, 
when his friends ſhall awake, and riſe with 


renewed vigour to an immortal life. | 
EO The 
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+ The natural reſt of ſleep, however pleaſing; is 
not a permanent ſtate, it is only temporary and 
of ſhort duration. He that lies down upon: his 
bed at night, weary with labour, and pain and 
care, hopes to riſe in the morning refreſhed both 

in body and mind, with his various powers invi- 
gorated for the ſervices and enjoyments of the 
ſucceeding day. When therefore the death of 
believers is repreſented under the image of ſleep, 


it naturally ſuggeſts to us the pleaſing idea of a 


mere temporary ſtate of inſenſibility to ſorrow, 
and incapacity for action; and of an approaching 
period when they ſhall awake! from their ſlum- 
bers, and riſe again with renewed powers for 
activity and enjoyment. 

This is the plain expreſs doctrine of Hike 
revelation. It was not wholly unknown under 
the Old Teſtament diſpenſation. David in this 
bleſſed proſpett ſaid, My foſb alſo ſhall reſt in hope, 
And the prophet Daniel taught that bey that fleep 
in the duft of the earth ſhall awake: ſome to ever- 
laſting life. But in the New Teſtament, this joyful 
hope is abundantly confirmed, and various cir- 
cumſtances are there revealed which brighten the 
proſpett. The ſorrowfnl kindred of Lazarus 
believed the doctrine of a final reſurreQion pre- 
vious to what our Saviour now ſpake concerning 
it. 1 know, lays Martha, that he fhall riſe again 
in the reſurrection at the laſt day. Upon which 


Jeſus aſſerted his own power, not only to reſtore 
B their 


their brother, but to raiſe all the dead from 


earth to hear their doom. But tbe dead in Chrift 
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their graves, I, ſays he, am the reſurrection and 
the life, be that believeth in me though he were dead 
yet Hall be live, and whofoever liveth and believeth 

in me, fball never die. Hereupon, he quickly 
proved the authority he claimed over the ter- 


ritories of death, by recalling his friend from 


thence. With a loud voice he cried, © Lazarus 


come forth.” And he that was dead immediately 


came forth, in perfect health and vigour. 

But the moſt glorious confirmation of the Re- 
deemer's power to raiſe the dead, and to fulfil 
the promiſes he had delivered of an immortal 
life, was his ow? refurrettion. This inconteſti- 
ble fact is the grand evidence of his divine 
miſſion, and the principal foundation of our 
hope in him. Cbriſ being raiſed from the dead 15 
become the firſt fruits of them that ſlept. Bleſſed, 
therefore ſays the apoſthe Peter, be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, who hath begotlen 
4s again 10 a new and lively hope, by the reſurrec- 
tion of his Son from the dead. This was the 
pledge and the pattern of the final reſurrection 
of all his followers to life and glory everlaſting. 
At that great day when he ſhall come in his glory 
and the glory of his Father, the trumpet! ſball ſound 
and ihe dead fhall be raiſed. 

The voice that called Lazarus from his grave 
ſhall awake all the fleeping inhabitants of the 


Hall 
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all riſe fir. And O] with what tranſport will 
they awake from their flumbers, to feel them- 
ſelves refreſhed and invigorated; their capa- 
cities renewed and enlarged, ſo as to fit them 
for the pleaſures and employments of a new and 
better life! With what extacy will they per- 
ceive themſelves completely free from all the 
imperfections of this mortal ſtate, both natural 
and moral, and at once transformed into the 
image of their glorified Saviour! for we are 
aſſured, be wil! then change their vile bodies, and 
faſhion them like unto his own glorious body. 

And, O delightful thought! they that ſleep 
in Jeſus ſhall then awake to sLEEP NO MORE |! 
In the morning of the reſurreQion they ſhall 
riſe to ſpend an eternal day in that region of 
life and light, of which it is ſaid, there is no 
night there. . There mortality ſhall be ſwallowed 
up of life :—a life truly worthy the name, as 
miſery ſhall be for ever baniſhed, and enjoy- 
ment ſhall be unmingled, perfect and durable: 
a life conſiſting of every ſocial as well as every 
perſonal delight, in the immediate preſence of 
God the fountain of bleſſedneſs, where death 
ſhall be extirpated, and the fear of it for ever 
baniſhed. 

Let us now improve the fabjea by ſuch 
REFLECTIONS as moſt naturally reſult from it. 

1. In the character of Lazarus we ire Aa 
pattern worthy of our imitation. | 

B 2 | It 
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M is one great excellence of the Bible that 
it exhibits fo many biographical anecdotes of 
ancient worthies. Theſe were written as en- 


' Jamples for us to follow. Let us, when we pe- 


ruſe the memoirs, of holy men of old, endea- 


vour to imbibe their ſpirit and tread in their, 


ſteps. 


What charater can we conceive me 


venerable and lovely than that which we have 
now been contemplating? Let us all be am- 
bitious that it may be ours. 

Let us approve ourſelves the friends of Cbrife. 
Such the miniſters of the goſpel, more eſpecially, 
are, by the nature of their office, required to be. 
As ſuch they are under indiſpenſable obliga- 
tions to preach, not themſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus 
the Lord, and themſelves your ſervants for Feſus 


fake. 


But let it be remembered, the character 


is implied in a Chriſtian profeſſion. To be a 
Chriſtian, and not a friend of Chrift is a ſole- 


ciſm. 


Let us all, whether in a public or pri- 


vate ſtation, while we bear the name of Chriſt 
and profeſs his religion, manifeſt that we are 
his friends, his diſciples indeed. 

All real friendſhip is founded in knowledge, 
and cordial eſteem. Nor can we be the true 
friends of Jeſus without either. Let us culti- 
vate the right knowledge of Chriſt, and be ſo- 
licitous, with the apoſtle, that we may know him, 


and the power of his reſurrection, and the fellowſhip 


of his ſufferings, and be made conformable io him in 


his 
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bis life and death.—Let us alſo lyve the Lord Feſus 
Chrift in ſincerity, and ſhew that we do ſo—by 
attending all his inſtitutions—by maintaining all 
his truths—by eſpouſing his cauſe in the world 
—by promoting his honour, /ecking not our own ' 
things but the things of Jeſus Chrit—by imbibing 
his ſpirit—by treading in his ſteps—and by doing 
his whole will. Without this, our warmeſt pro- 
feſſions of faith in him and love to him will be 
vain, and we ſhall be juſtly denominated ene- 
mies of Chriſt and bis croſs. Then, ſays he, are 

ye my friends if ye do whatſocver I bave commanded 

vou. 

Let us alſo ſhew ourſelves the friends of the 
diſciples of Jeſus. This is one of the moſt im- 
portant proofs of our friendſhip to Chriſt him- 
ſelf. Between theſe two there is an inſeparable 
connexion. The one will naturally produce the 
other. The true friends of Jeſus will love his 
image whereſoever they behold it, and will be 
ready to ſhew reſpe& and kindneſs to his diſ- 
ciples for their maſter's ſake. And he himſelf 
has delivered it as his new command, and as a 
neceſſary proof of our love to him, hat we love 
one another, Let us then love one another wilh a 
pure heart fervently, and let brotherly-love continue. 
Let us, as we have opportunity, do good 10 all men, 
but eſpecially lo them who are of the bouſchold of 
failh, | $67 
| B 3 2. From 
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2. From the example of Chriſt, in the hiſ- 


tory before us, we may learn how to form and 


tegulate our ſpecial friendſhips, 

It has been urged as an objeQtion to Chriſ- 
tianity, that the duties of friendſhip are excluded 
from the ſyſtem. Some who have admitted the- 
fact, have attempted to juſtify it, on the ground 
of the ſuperior excellence of that univerſal be- 
nevolence which the goſpel enjoins, in which 


all private diſtinctions are ſwallowed up“. But 


both the objection and the defence, I apprehend, 
are founded upon a palpable miſtake. Chriſ- 
tianity, it is true, does inculcate upon its pro- 
feſſors the love of all mankind; but not to the 
excluſion of particular friendſhips. On the 
contrary, theſe are not merely allowed, but vir- 
tually recommended, in various paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, and eſpecially in the example of our 
maſter himfelf. Though he exerciſed good will 
to all men, he diſcovered a peculiar attachment 
to his diſciples who were his choſen companions, 
whom he called friends. And even among theſe, 
there were a few whom he honoured above the 
reſt, with a peculiar ſhare of his confidence and 
eſteem. Such was John, who was characterized 
as the diſciple whom Feſus loved. And ſuch, as 
we have now ſeen, was Lazarus. Since then 
Jeſus had his particular friends, we may lawfully 
and laudably have ours. Let us be wiſe in the 
| og * See Soame” Jennyns's Eſſays, | 
choice 
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choice -of them, and attentive to the duties we 
owe them. In this reſpeR, as in all others, let 
the condutt of our Maſter be our guide. Let 
us make them our choſen friends and moſt inti- 
mate aſſociates, who beſt approve themſelves the 
friends of Chriſt; who diſcover moſt of his meek, 
humble, peaceable, benevolent temper. And 
let us manifeſt towards ſuch the ſame kindneſs, 
© beneficence, and fidelity that he did. Let us be 
ready to viſit them in their afflitions as well as 
in their proſperity ; to ſympathize with them and 
comfort them when they mourn, and to ſhew 
our affectionate remembrance of them when they 
are dead. | 
3. The preſent ſubject ſuggeſts ample en- 
couragement to the practice of genuine Chriſ- 
tianity. . 
The charaQer of Lazarus recommended him 
to general eſteem, and procured him the moſt 
ſubſtantial honour. He might poſſibly bave 
enemies, but he had more friends, and they 
did him fignal honour, both living and dying, 
His amiable temper and exemplary deportment 
rendered him reſpetiable among his neighbours 
in general, and when he died the whole vil- 
lage lamented, and many came to condole with 
his mourning relatives. The diſciples of Chriſt 
held him in the higheſt eſtimation, and when 
they heard of his death, they were almoſt ready 
to die with bim. But his higheſt honour and 
B 4 felicity 
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felicity was, that he had a peculiar intereſt in 
the friendſhip of the Son of God, both in his 
life and at his death; inſomuch that Jeſus 
doe pt at his grave, and exerted his miraculous 
power to reſtore him to life. 

In cultivating the ſame temper and purſuing 
the ſame courſe, we may reaſonably expect 
ſimilar honours and advantages. The beſt of 
men may indeed have enemies, eſpecially in 
times of general ſuſpicion and tumult ; but they. 
will chiefly be among the worſt of mankind, 
whoſe favour is ſcarcely worth a wiſh; though 
even they will often really revere thoſe whom 
they moſt oppoſe and vilify. But the friendſhip 
of the wiſe and good is ſure to attend thoſe 
-whoſe tempers and lives are eminently con- 
formable to the goſpel and the charaQter of 
Chriſt. They will be reſpetted while they live, 
and more generally lamented when they die. 

This you have ſeen verified in the caſe of 
my worthy friend and brother, whoſe death you 
have requeſted me to aſſiſt you in improving. 
I doubt not but you have anticipated me in 
the application of the character I have been 
deſcribing to your deceaſed paſtor. After what 
I have ſaid of Lazarus, as the friend of Jeſus 
and his diſciples, I need only to add—ſuch was 
He. He appeared eminently to have imbibed 
the ſpirit of that Maſter whom he ſerved, and 
his general deportment as a Chriſtian and a mi- 
| EE niſter, 
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niſter, was ſuch as did honour to his character, 
and ſecured him the friendſhip of moſt that 
knew him, who were proper judges of true 
excellence. You of this ſociety who beſt un- 
derſtood his worth, I know efteemed bim highly 
in love for bis work's ſake. Your kindnels to him, 
during the ſhort period of his miniſtry here, 
I am perſuaded rendered the laſt few years the 
happieſt of his life. You, with many more, 
have ſhed the tear of friendſhip over his grave. 
At ſuch a grave well may the friends of reli- 
gion weep. In his death the church of Chriſt 
has loſt a miniſter of rare endowments, and you 
a juſtly beloved paſtor. For a ſeaſon (ah! how 
ſhort a ſeaſon!) ye rejoiced in his light. Well 
may ye mourn now that light is ſo ſuddenly 
extinguiſhed, In his death you have loſt @ 
friend—a wiſe, an affectionate, and a faithful 
friend. He was a friend of Jeſus, whoſe cauſe 
he eſpouſed in an infidel age. He was a friend 
to the truth as it is in Feſus, which he inveſti- 
gated with diligence, impartiality, and humility. 
He was a friend to virtue and piety, which he 
laboured to promote by his dodtrine and by 
his example. He was a friend to your ſpi- 
ritual and everlaſting intereſts. As ſuch you 
ought, and do lament him, and you will I truſt 
ever be diſpoſed to treat his memory with re- 
ſpett. The greateſt reſpect you can now ſhew. 
him is, to remember and hold faſt the doctrines 

he 
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he taught you, to praftiſe the exhortations he 
gave you, and to follow the example he ſet you. 

I ſcarcely need to add, you will cordially 
unite, with many others, to diſcover your ge- 
nuine friendſhip for the deceaſed, in the moſt 
| benevolent exertions for his numerous family, 
; who have loſt a friend as well as a father, at a 
period which renders them peculiar objects of 
compaſſion. The children of ſuch a father will 
never ſurely be ſuffered to want. 

Let them chooſe their father's God as their 
God, and truſt in him, and they fall not want 
any good thing, for he delights to be known as 
a father to the fatherleſs. Let them approve 
themſelves the friends of Jeſus, ſeeking firſt the 
kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs, and they 
may cheerfully confide in the promiſe he has 
delivered to ſuch, that, beſides all ſpiritual 
bleſſings, all needful earthly good things Hall 
be added. Pious parents are often rewarded by 
the peculiar favour of heaven towards their off- 
ſpring. The /eed of the righteous ſhall be bleſſed. 
It hath often been obſerved, that Providence 
has remarkably appeared for the children of 
pious men and uſeful miniſters, ſo that numerous 
families of ſuch, who have been left orphans, 
have generally found friends, by whoſe inſtru- 
mentality they have not only been preſerved 
from extreme neceſſity, but have lived in com- 
fort and na Ra ; and ſome of them have 

riſen 
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riſen to great proſperity. Such fafts afford 
great encouragement not only to the faith of 
dying parents, and their bereaved offspring, 
in the promiſe of God, who has ſaid, Leave thy 
fatherleſs children with me, I will preſerve them 
alive hut great encouragement alſo to the 
practice of religion in general. 

But the grand motive of all, to approve 
- ourſelves the faithful ſervants of Chriſt, ariſes 
from the aſſurance of his friendſhip in death, 
in judgment, and for ever. Though he will 
not ſave the moſt beloved diſciple from the 
arreſt of death, nor recover any by miracle, 
as he did Lazarus, yet all his friends and fol- 
lowers when they die, may reſt aſſured that he 
will watch over their ſleeping duſt, and that ere 
long he will come o awake them out of ſleep, and | 

raiſe them to an immortal life. 
At that day, when the higheſt earthly con- 
nexions will fail, all will need ſuch a friend as 
Jeſus. Oh! the unſpeakable felicity of them 
that ſhall find a friend in the univerſal judge! 
Then will he confe/s their names before bis father 
and before the holy angels. While all his enemies 
ſhall be confounded at his preſence, and be 
fentenced to depart as accurſed, he will introduce 
them to the everlaſting manſions which his love 
had prepared in his father's houſe, where way 
ſhall dwell. with him for ever. | 
We 
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We read, ch. xii. 2. that at a ſubſequent 
viſit which Jeſus made to Bethany, Lazarus 
was one of them that ſat at the table with him. 
Who can conceive the pleaſure which he, Who 
had lately been a priſoner in the grave, muſt 
| have felt in the ſociety of that friend who had 
reſtored him to life! But how much greater 
will be the joy when all the. followers of Chriſt, 
being looſed from the bands of death, by his 
power, ſhall /t dun with him at his table in his 
_ heavenly kingdom] when at the ſame time they 
ſhall be introduced into the immediate preſence 
of his God and father, who will receive them 
as the children of his family. F any man love 
me, ſays our Lord, my Father will love him. And 
he not only promiſes, where J am, there ſhall alſo 
my ſervant be, but he adds, if any man ſerve me, 
him will my Father honour. (Ch. xii. 26.)—In 
a word, every true diſciple of Chriſt ſhall be 
called, as Abrabam was, the friend of Gop.— 
Once more. | 
4. What conſolation doth the preſent ſub- 
_ Jett afford on the death of our Chriſtian friends, 
and in the proſpe& of our own! 

It is to the great reſurrection-day, when hem 
that ſleep in Jeſus God will bring with bim, that 
the goſpel particularly direfts the views of Chriſ- 
tians for comfort on the death of their pious 
relatives. See 1 The. iv. 13—18*. If when 


* See the paſſage quoted at length in the Oration. 
our 
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our beloved kindred and brethren in Chriſt, are 
torn from our ſociety and depoſited in the grave, 
we believed that there was an utter extinCtion 
of their being, ſo that we ſhould never fee them 
more, we might well weep and Jament and re- 
fuſe to be comforted. But ſince they rather 
ſleep than dre, our grief ſhould be moderate, and 
it ſhould be mingled with joy. When' any of 
_ our family, fatigued and indiſpoſed with unuſual 
labour, retire to reſt a little before us, we are 
not much diſturbed at their departure, but we 
cheerfully wiſh them a good repoſe. If they ſleep 
we hope they wi do well, and are pleaſed with 
the expettation of ſeeing them, in the morning, 
better. Why then ſhould we be overwhelmed 
with ſorrow on account of our friends, who, 
weary with the burdens and trials of life, are 
permitted to retire to their reſting-place in the 
grave a little before ourſelves ?' eſpecially if we 
believe that their ſpirits are now preſent with 
the Lord, and we hope in the morning of the 
reſurrection to ſee them again, perfectly well 

and happy. 
Such we doubt not is the bleſſed change death 
has made in the caſe of our departed brother. 
His life was, for the moſt part, a life of labour, 
care, and ſorrow. Beſides. much bodily in- 
firmity and depreſſion of ſpirit, which had often 
interrupted his enjoyments and miniſterial la- 
bours, he had experienced very heavy relative 
trials, - 
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trials, which embittered life to him, and pro- 
bably contributed to ſhorten it. He had like- 
wiſe met with various viciſſitudes, and under- 
gone frequent removals from place to place, 
which muſt have been attended with perplexity 
and trouble; to him greatly aggravated by the 
peculiar tenderneſs of his ſpirit, Why ſhoulT 
we regret it that he has made his laſt remove ? 
that his pilgrimage 1s over, and that he is en- 
tered into reſt at an early period ? Let thoſe 
who valued him the moſt}, rather rejoice on his 
account, that his ſorrows are ended. And let 
them eſpecially rejoice in the proſpect of that 
bleſſed morning, when they ſhall ſee him again 
to far greater advantage than they ever ſaw him 
on earth, and renew a friendſhip with him 
which ſhall never expire. 

And let the pleaſing view which we have been 
taking of death ſerve to reconcile all of us, 
who have hope in Chriſt, to the proſpect of 
our own diſſolution. We know that we muſt 
ſhortly follow our departed friends. Like them 
we muſt leave all that is dear on earth behind 
us, and lie down on the bed of death, never 
to riſe till the heavens be no more. But what 
is there in this that needs to terrify a true diſ- 
ciple of Jeſus? So many are the cares and 
burdens and ſorrows of life, that we ſhould 
rather rejoice in the thought that we ſhall 201 


live always, nor long: that there is a bed of reſt 
provided 
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provided where we ſhall ſoon enjoy ſweet re- 
poſe. But eſpecially, that beyond the grave 
there remains a perfect everlaſting reſt in hea- 
ven,—To the afflicted and aged Chriſtian, more 
particularly, the thought of ſleeping in Jeſus 
ſhould be ever welcome. Of ſuch it might 
rather be expected that they ſhould have a deſire 
to depart, 


« And long for evening to undreſs, 
„That they may reſt with God.“ - Warrs. 


To conclude, amidſt all the darkneſs of that 
approaching night, let our faith be directed to 
the bright morning which ſhall ſucceed: a morn- 
ing without clouds, which ſhall be followed by 
one eternal day. At that bleſſed period we and 
our Chriſtian friends ſhall awake and riſe toge- 
ther, no more to SLEEP—NO more to PART— 
Parents and children, miniſters and people, how 
painfully or how long ſoever their delightful in- 
tercourſe may have been-interrupted by the ſleep 
of death (which in fact will appear but as a mo- 
ment) ſhall renew their ſocial enjoyments with 
every poſſible advantage, and be admitted into 
the immediate preſence of their Saviour and 
their God. In the proſpett of © that great riſing 
day” may the Chriſtian, when falling into his laſt 
ſleep, adopt the joyous exclamation of the 
Pſalmiſt, I/ Ball behold thy face in righteouſneſs, 1 
Hall be ſatisfied when I awaxE in thy likeneſs. 
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Me Craps was born of reſpectable and 
pious parents, at Watesfield in Suffolk, 


where he enjoyed the early inſtruttions of the 
learned and worthy Mr. Thomas Harmer, whom 


he ſucceeded in his paſtoral charge. He diſ- 
covered from his childhood a deep ſenſe of re- 
ligion, and an inclination to the miniſterial 
office. He had his grammar: learning under Mr. 
Walker, then miniſter at Framlingbam, where my 
knowledge of him and eſteem for him com— 


menced. His academical ſtudies, which he 


purſued with uncommon induſtry, were under 


the direction of Dr. Aſbworib at Daventry. 
His firſt ſettlement as a miniſter was at $tow- 


market ; from whence he removed to Cirenceſter. 


He was afterwards a ſhort time at Devizes, where 
be aſſiſted his brother-in-law, Mr. Fenner, both 
in his ſchool and in the pulpit, till the death of 


his | venerable paſtor ſeemed to open a pleaſing 
| proſpeci 
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proſpett at his native place. But finding his 
expectations here not fully anſwered, he was 
recommended to Royſton, with the hope of his 
being inſtrumental, by his prudence and good 
temper, of preventing a ſeparation, which at 
that time was apprehended. Though this de- 
firable object failed, a part of that reſpeQable 
congregation manifeſted ſo warm an attachment 
to him, that he accepted their invitation to be- 
come their paſtor. Nor had he or they any 
cauſe to regret this connexion. Though ſeveral 
more worthy perſons than was expected withdrew 
along with thoſe who had determined upon a 
ſeparate intereſt, his amiable temper and unex- 
ceptionable deportment commanded the eſteem 
of the moſt reſpectable characters of all parties 
in the town and neighbourhood ; and from thoſe 
who adhered to his miniſtry he experienced in- 
_ creaſing teſtimonies of eſteem and affection. 
But it was leſs than four years and a half that 
they enjoyed the benefit of his miniſtrations. 
He firſt preached to them as a probationer, 
Fuly 4, 1 790. His laſt ſermon was on November 
30, 1794, upon Eph. vi. 24. which was preceded 
by one on 7he Bleſſedneſs of the watchful ſer- 
vant. During his ſhort illneſs, ſo long as 
the ſtate of his intellects admitted, he diſco- 
vered a mind deeply tinftured with piety, a 
thankful ſenſe of the divine goodneſs, and a | 


cheerful acquieſcence in the divine will. 
C | He 
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He has left behind him ſeven orphans, the 
youngeſt of them but two years of age, at whoſe 
birth he was deeply afflidted with the loſs of his 
much beloved conſort. With a view to their 
benefit, as well as for the edification of them- 

ſelves and others, his friends purpoſe to publiſh 
a few of his well-compoſed ſermons ; to which 
will probably be prefixed a more particular ac- 
count of his life and character. 

The Rev. Mr. HALT, of Cambridge, has kindly 
undertaken the office of Editor. It is a great 
ſatisfaftion that the public appear diſpoſed libe- 
rally to encourage the deſign, | 
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DELIVERED AT THE INTERMENT, 
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Anoxe the many appearances which man 
preſents to the view of a contemplative 


mind, death is one of the moſt extraordinary. 
Whatever be the ſtation he has filled, and how- 
ever he has conducted himſelf in it, whethet 
he has adorned it by virtue or degraded it by 
vice, whether he has paſſed obſcurely through 
the world, or filled it with the fame of his 
actions, he ſoon diſappears, and the place which 
once knew him knows him ud more. Over all the 
ſons of Adam death hath reigned. The worthy 
and beneficent ate embalmed by- the tears of 
tender but tranſient regret. The chaſm their 
departure has occaſioned in ſociety is filled up 
by their ſucceſſors, who tread the ſame circle of 
life and death, and thus perpetuate the eſtabliſhed 
order of the univerſe. 

But though the grave terminates the bufiteſs 
of life, it does not terminate the inquiries of the. 
living. Whether the whole of exiſtenos is com- 

. C 2 priſed 
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priſed 1 within the preſent life, or whether it be 
merely a paſſage into an unſeen ſtate, is a queſ- 
tion which bas engaged the attention of men in 


every age; nor would it be poſſible (were it 


ever ſo proper) to detail within the limits of this 
| addrefs the various reaſonings and conjettures 
to which it has given occaſion. 

When we contemplate death under its ſenſible 


appearances, the deſtruQion of the external or- 
gans, and the corruption of the whole maſs, we . 
are tempted to regard it as the extinction of 


being, and to ſuppoſe its effedts upon the hu- 
man race are the ſame as upon the inferior orders 
of creatures. Whatever has been the object of 
the ſenſes in both is reduced to putrefattion and 
duſt. But when again we recolle& in how 
many important reſpe&s we are diſtinguiſhed 
above the brutes, we cannot help indulging 
higher expectations and looking for a nobler 
deſtiny. Our ſuperior comprehenſion of mind 
qualifies us for a larger duration of being. 
While the brute is capable of enjoying little 


more than the preſent moment, the remembrance _ 


of what is palt and the anticipation of what is 
to come, enables us to multiply our reſources 


and to. diffuſe our exiſtence, if I may ſo ſpeak, 


over a larger ſurface. To compare one ſtate 


of being with another, to learn wiſdom. from | 
experience, and to regulate our future expec- 


tations by what, hs already occurred, are em- 
| ployments 


F 
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ployments congenial with the human mind. But, 
it is evident, that a creature poſſeſſed of ſuch 
faculties will be capable of continually making 
new acquiſitions of knowledge, and-of advanc- 
ing nearer and nearer to perfection. 
Among all the tribes of creatures with which 
we are acquainted, Man is the only one chat 
appears to have any dread of annihilation, or 
the remoteſt conception of another ſtate. How 
ſhall we account for the univerſal prevalence of 
theſe ſentiments, in ſpite of all the ſenſible ap- 
pearances of death, unleſs they are' either the 
veſtige of ſome early revelation or the incor- 
rupted diftate of nature? How' is it that we 
are the only beings that extend their anxieties 
beyond the grave; that we are ſo reluctant to 
quit the preſent ſcene, and that when we are at 
length compelled to depart we graſp at the very 
ſhadow of immortality, and conſole ourſelves 
with the hope of ſurviving in the regrets of 
our friends and the reputation of our actions? 
Though there ſeems to be much plauſibility 

in theſe topics, it muſt be confeſſed, the beſt. 
arguments for a future ſtate are derived from the 
moral part of our nature; or, in other words, 
from our capability of good and ill deſert. For 
ſince it is plain that God hath made. us moral 
agents, and placed us under 'a law, we may be 
aſſured he has not made us ſo in vain, but that 
he will call us to an account for our aQions 5 
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and as there is no exact diſtribution af rewards 
and puniſhments in this life, we are entitled to 
expeRt another, ſuited to the reſpetlive charac- 
ters of men” and the moral attributes of the 
Deity. If, after all, we conſider of attual opi- 
nions on this head, we ſhall find the viſeſt 
among the heathen were far from attaining apy 
certainty. When they gave ſcope to their feel- 
ings and their hopes, they ſometimes painted 
the elyſian abodes of the virtuous in the warmeſt 
colouring of eloquence; in their cooler maments 
they ſubſided into ſcepticiſm; fo that on the 
whole the idea of a future ſtate ſeems to have 
operated not ſo much as a fixed principle as a 
vague preſentiment, 

Revelation can alone boaſt of having brought 
life aud immortality to light. The religion of Jeſus 


Chriſt places the reality of a future ſtate at the 


foundation of its truths. It is there ſo conſtantly 
reverted to, fo often repeated, and fo folemnly 
enforced, that it has never been by any claſs of 
Chriſtians diſputed or denied. Nor is the reality 
only of a future ſtate revealed in Chriftianity : 
as far as is canfiſtent with the preſent limitation 
of our faculties, it affords us the juſteſt views of 
its nature; which it makes to conſiſt not in ſen- 
ſual gratifications, or feſtive bowers, the viſions 
of a Mahometan paradife, but in enjoyments 
the moſt ſuited to the rational and immortal 
wn; an union with God, the knowledge of 

29 


at the Interment." © 39 


his — and the eternal fruition of his 
love. 

The information which Chriſtianity imparts 
on theſe ſubjetts is not conveyed in dark and 
ſymbolical expreſſions, or in a chain of philo- + 
ſophical reaſoning, but in a manner the. moſt 
perſpicuous and popular. With what majeſtic 
ſimplicity does our Lord affure us of the reſur- 

rection of the juſt : I am tbe reſurrectian and the 
life. - He that believeth in me, thougb be were dead 
yet ſhall he live, and whoſeever liveth and believeth 
in me ſhall never die. This is the will of him that 
ſent me, that every one which believeth on the Son 


may have everlaſting life, and I will raiſe him up at 


the laſt day. When many of the diſciples of our 
Lord went back and walked no more with him, 
being offended with the ſublime myſteries of his 
doarine, he took occaſion to aſk his twelve 
apoſtles, Will ye alſo go away * To which Peter, 
in the name of them all, made this reply, Lord, 
to whom fhall we go? Thou haſt the words of 
eterual life. In this ſhort anſwer we behold the 
diſtinguiſhing luſtre of Chriſtianity. It explains 
at once the ground of a rational attachment to 
it, and will be ſufficient to juſtify its profeſſion 
from the reproach of folly, however myſterious 
its doftrines, however arduous its duties, and 

however painful or coſtly its ſacrifices. 
There are two purpoſes conneQed with the 
preſent ſolemnity to which the doftrine of im- 
B 4 mortality 
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axornalicy ought to be applied ; the firſt . 
the regulation of life, the ſecond the inſpiring 
us with fortitude in the contemplation of our own 
deaths and thoſe of our relatives and friends. 
If we confider ourſelves as candidates for an 
eternal ſtate of happineſs, it becomes us to re- 
gard life with all its viciſſitudes as a probationary * 
| ſtate, and to look upon every thing that is not 
directly or indirettly conducive to our eternal 
welfare, foreign to our purpoſe and undeſerving 
our purſuit. Heavenly-mindedneſs is in this 
view as much the dictate of reaſon as of ſcripture. 
It is nothing more than the placing our affections 
where we expect our felicity ; the wiſdom of 
prefering the end to the means; that which is 
permanent to that which is tranſitory, Let the 
men of the world, who diſbelieve the declara- 
tions of the goſpel reſpecting eternal realities, 
lead a life, if they pleaſe, of diſſipation and vice; 
but for a profeſſor of religion to confine his 
affections to the earth is equally impious and ab- 
ſurd. Diſtracted betwixt his inordinate attach- 
ment to the preſent and his apprehenſion of a 
future world, his religion, if it will bear that 
name, muſt be a conſtant ſource of diſquietude. 
He has neither the calmneſs of inſenſibility, nor 
the triumph of faith. His prevailing regard to 
the intereſts of the preſent life renders it im- 
poſſible for him to ſet his affeftions on a better 
{t.ce, while the carnal and reluQtant glances he 
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is compelled to take of chat ſtate, are ſufficient 
to embitter his en en and diſturb bis re- 
poſe. 
The miſery which weep of this deſcription 8 
ſuffer from an inward conflitt between principle 
and praftice, is the chief reaſon that has in- 
duced ſuperficial obſervers to repreſent Chriſ- 
tianity as a gloomy, melancholy ſyſtem. There 
is no other foundation for this charge, than that 
its claims are grand and extenſive, that it diſ- 
dains a compromiſe with the corrupt attachments 
of the heart, and that they who will not allow it 
the dominion of their affections will find it the 
troubler of their thoughts. e 
Whoever lives under the habitual influence of 
thoſe tempers which qualify" us for heaven, de- 
rives from his view of the eternal world the 
pureſt ſerenity and delight. In the midſt of the 
ſevereſt. diſappointments of human life, ſecret 
conſolations ſpring up in his mind, which ſome- 
times ſwell into rapture, - diſarm the world of 
its terrors, and afford him a prelibation of: un- 
utterable bliſs. In vain will you look elſewhere 
for true magnanimity, and moral grandeur. It 
is religion alone which both animates and ſoftens 
the heart, cheriſhes ſenſibility, inſtills fortitude, 
and enables us to triumph without extravagance 
and ſuffer without dejeQtion. h 
If the ſcripture. dotrine of immortality is 
entitled to ſo much weight in the regulation of 
III E, 
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LITE, its influence is not leſs ſovereign in dif. 
pelling the terrors of pzaTH, and conſoling us 
under the loſs of our deareſt friends and relatives, 
I would not bave you be ignorant brethren concerning 
them which arg aſteep, that ye ſorrow nat as athers 
who have na hope : far if we believe that Feſus died 
end roſe again, even ſo them alſo which fleep in Feſus * 
will God bring with bim. For the Lord himſelf ſhall 
deſcend from heaven with a Haul, with the voice of 
the archangel, and ibe trump of God. Then we 
which are alive and remain hall be caught up lo- 
gether with them in the clauds ta meet the Lord in 
tbe air ; ſo ſhall we be ever with the Lord. Where- 
fore comfort one another with theſe words, And 
who can fail being penetrated with the divine 
conſolation they afford? If ever Chriſtianity 
appears in its power, it is when it erects its 
| trophies on the TOMB; when it takes up its vo- 
taries where the world leaves them, and fills the 

breaſt with immortal hopes in dying moments. 
Nor are the words I have quoted adapted to 
ſupport the mind of a Chriſtian in the view of 
his oon diſſolution only: they adminiſter the 
firmeſt ſupport amidſt the breaches which death 
is continually making in the church of Chriſt. 
A degree of ſorrow on ſuch occaſions nature 
compels us to feel, and religion does not con- 
demn. At the deceaſe of Lazarus, while his 
ſiſters were lamenting his laſs, Jeſus wept, But 
the ſorrow which a Chriſtian feels in ſuch ſitua- 
tions 
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tions ia mingled with hope. By the light of faith 
be traces his deceaſed friends into an eternal 
world. Inſtead of conſidering them as loſt or 
extinQ, he beholds them ſtill under the eye of 
Divine Providence. The period of their trial 

is cloſed: they have entered into reft, where, 
, ſheltered from the ſtorms of life, and the dangers 
of temptation, Heir happineſs is for ever fixed 
and unalterable. Their ſeparation is neither 
final nor complete. The pious living and the 
pious dead are ſtill one family, under one head; 
and when he who is their life Hall appear, they 
all appear together with bim in glory. The 
friendſhips which have had virtue and religion 
for their bafis will ſurvive all human ties, out- 
live the habitable globe, and form in all pro- 
bability a principal part of the happineſs of the 
blefled. | | 
It is not unuſual, I am aware, on occaſions 
like theſe, to paſs bigh encomiums on the cha- 
rater of the deceaſed; a mode of proceeding 
the leſs requiſite in the preſent inſtance, as the 
character of Mr. CAB was too well eſtabliſhed 
and held in too high eſteem to have any thing to 
hope from praiſe or to fear from cenfure. His 
wild and gentle ſpirit rendered it nearly im- 
poſſible for him to have any enemies. The in- 
noecence and fanQtity of his behaviour, the ſen- 
fibility of his heart, the fidelity with which he 
| diſcharged the duties of life, and the equani- 
mity 
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mity with which he bore its rebukes and ſuf. 
ferings, will leave a laſting impreſſion on the 
minds. of all his friends and acquaintance. 
Lou of this church and congregation, have 
loſt a friend, an inſtructor, a paſtor ; one who 
vas anxious on every occaſion to promote your 
ſpiritual and eternal welfare; who knew bow to 
rejoice with them that rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep. You, my friends, will long 
remember, I truſt, the affectionate exhortations 
he addreſſed to you," and make it appear on the 
day of folemn account he has not laboured in 
vain, nor ſpent his ſtrengih for naught. His rela- 
tion to you as your paſtor has ceaſed ; but its 
effeas and conſequences will never ceaſe: they 
will reach into eternity, and become the ſavour of 
life unto life, or of death unto death. If the duties 
of the miniſterial character appeared ſo weighty 
in the eyes of an apoſtle, that he was ready to 
ſink under it, and exclaimed, Who is ſufficient for 
theſe things? you will recolle& it was its con- 
nexion with the eternal intereſts of his hearers 
which rendered his ſituation ſo arduous, and his 
reſponſibility ſo awful. | 
You have now before you one more example 
of the uncertainty of life, Your deceaſed 
friend and paſtor was cut off in the midſt of his 
days. His ſun, inſtead of performing the uſual 
circuit, ſet in its meridian-- He no doubt aften 


endeavoured, during his continuance among you, 
| | "ds 
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to convince you of the vanity of the world, and 
the inſufficiency of all its enjoyments to render 
you happy; but Providence determined he ſhould 
do more; that he ſhould inftrutt you from the 
TOMB, on theſe topics, and bring them home to 
your ſenſes, | hb 36s 

Another year is paſſed away, and you have 
entered upon a new portion of time“. The 
diviſion of time into diſtin& periods, beſides its 
utility in buſineſs and in ſcience, is favourable 
to moral reflexion. On the entrance on a new 
year, a contemplative mind will be naturally 


employed in eſtimating its acquiſitions, com- 


paring its improvements, retracing paſt occur- 
rences, and revolving future proſpe&s. . The 
giddy and thoughtleſs feel their attention for a 
moment fixed, and ſuſpeQing all is not right, 
form ſome indiſtin& reſolution of repentance 
and amendment; which they are determined 
to execute as ſoon as ſome preſent ſcheme ſhall 
be finiſhed, ſome prevailing paſſion gratified, or 
ſome expeRed change in their ſituation ſhall 
take place. The preſent moment ſeems always 
attended with inſuperable difficulties ; but they 


ſtill flatter themſelves with the hopes of ſome 


more auſpicious period, when their minds will 
be diſengaged, their paſſions compoled, and re- 
ligion aſſert its powexg, Thus year rolls on after 
year, the ſelf-deluſion is repeated, and while they 


This oration was delirereq on New- Year's-Day. 
| | are 


46 Four Onarton 


are TINA new ſchemes of life, they fink into 
the grave. 

If a hardened comenipt of religion has lain 
its thouſands, a feeble and irreſolute ſpirit has 
ſlain its ten thouſands. Are there none in this 
aſſembly who, it is to be feared, are convinced 

of the impottance of religion, and are yet un- 
willing to pay an immediate attention to it, flat- 
tering themſelves they ſhall have ample — | 

tunities of ſatisfying all its demands? 

Vain preſumptuous man!] haſt thou penetrated 
the councils of the Almighty, or been permitted 
to read thy deſtiny, that whilſt thou beholdeſt 

the ravages of death all around thee, the mul- 
titudes which fall at thy right-hand and at thy 
left, the young and the old, the feeble and the 
ſtrong, hurried into eternity, thou ſhouldeſt 
ſuppoſe thyſelf alone firm and immoveable amidſt 
this flux and ſucceſſion of being! Wouldſt thou 
wiſh to ſurmount the fear of death? Acquaint 
thyſelf with him who is the reſurrection and the 
life; with that Saviour who is its author, its 
revealer, and its pattern. Take his yoke upon you 
and learn of him. Attend to his inſtruQions, and 
yield yourſelf up to his guidance. You will 
then be able to converſe familiarly with death. 
You will feel no terror in the proſpett of future 
judgment, but will wait for its approach, and 
be able to ſtand before the Son of God at his 


coming. 


— —— 


Finally, 


 Finath, let us who are of the light and OE the 
day be ſober, putting on the breaſt-plate of faith and 
love, and for an helmet the hope of ſalvation. In- 
ſtead of murmuring at ſuch afflitive diſpenſa- 
tions as ſeparate us from thoſe we eſteem and 
love, let us employ them as inducements to ſet 
our affeftions on a better world, where we ſhall 
ſhortly join them; remembering that whatever 
ties of affection are broken by death, are taken 


from the enjoyments of time to noch the pro- 


ſpe of eternity. 


1 1 N.1 & 


E RR A T A in the Firſt Edition. 


Page 31, line 34, for inſeparable read inſuperable. 
| 32, =— 5, for Is read Are. 
Ia the Elegy, verſe 4, line 3, for unhallow'd read unhonor'd. 
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Matis ille FOR vue occidit.— Hon. 


« How did the good, the virtuous mourn, + 
« And pour their ſorrows o'er his urn!” 


| I. 
—_ muſe of pity—'tis thy melting ſtrain 
From the throng'd ſcenes of buſy life I turn, 
To where yon orphans roam, a penſive train, 
Where wounded friendſhip claſps th'untimely urn. 


| IT. | | 
See how ſhe bends o'er CrRans's lamented tomb, 
Fall'n in his prime !—She ſcatters all around 
The ſhort-liv'd hopes (ah! wither'd in their bloom!) 
Olf ſocial joys, by truth, by candour crown'd. 


III. 
His was the praiſe each gift that nature gave, 
Still to adorn with learning's ſtudious care; 
Of vain authority no crouching ſlave, 
No bold aſſumer of the pedant's chair. 


| RG 

His the pure zeal religion's path to tread ; 
The virtuous deed that earn'd, but aſk'd not, fame ; 

Nor is he number'd with th'unhonor'd dead, 
Nor ſhall oblivion's ſhade involve his name. 


v. What | 


Fi 
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V. 
What tho? for him no mauſolean pile 
Proclaim that pride or pomp repoſes here; 
What tho' no venal bard's elegiac ſtyle 
+ Implore the paſſing tribute of a tear?” 


VI. 
Yet where the modeſt ſtone records his date, 
Friendſhip ſhall oft in muſing ſadneſs ſtray ; 
And oft his life's affecting tale relate, | 
As her flow footſteps preſs th'unconſcious clay. 


VII. 
For many a piercing pang he knew to prove, 
The ſcorn of pride to meet—the bigot's ſneer ; 
To watch the laſt ſad ſigh of faithful love, 
Or filial duty's faltering wiſh to hear, 


VIII. 
Nor ſeldom did he mourn for human kind, 
By vice enthrall'd, and pow'rs deſpotic rage: 
Yet would religion ſooth his gen'rous mind, 
And paint the radiance of her golden age. 


| IX. 
Bleſt age! the theme of Judah's hallow'd ſtrain, 
When truth's bright ſun ſhall riſe on ev'ry ſhore, 
Virtue with peace divide her equal reign, 
For rude injuſtice ſhall uſurp no more. 


X, 
And when, the ſhades of mortal night withdrawn, 
His tomb ſhall welcome life's celeſtial day. 
The eye that clos'd on truth's juſt op'ning dawn, 
Shall meet enraptur'd her meridian day. 
J. T. X 
D | 
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